
THE CYCLE

 



Cast of Characters

Orestes: 35-40 years old

Thaleia: 35-40 years old

Harry: 35-40 years old

Scene 

Orestes’ home

Time 

The present



Synopsis

A fi erce encounter, at a point in time, between Or-
estes, who is returning, and Thaleia, who is depart-
ing. The unavoidable and traumatic separation of two 
mythically strong human beings, that life, possibly 
also the gods, appear to move in opposite directions.

Between the two, is their common friend, the uncer-
tain but wise, compassionate Harry, the chorus. He 
stands in the vortex of the great return of later day 
Ulysses (Orestes) and the eternal pilgrimage of Alex-
ander (Thaleia). Harry attempts to mediate, to tame 
and to reconcile the cosmic vehemence of their orbits. 
He, alone, succeeds in solving the riddle of the rain.

We come and we go. We depart and we return. Like 
the gods. To the cycle of life, in the shadow of the sun.



ACT 1
Scene 1

We are in ORESTES’ living-room. The room is 
untidy. ORESTES is sitting on a couch. He looks 
tired, distracted, but also at peace. Opposite him 
there’s a pane of glass. On a coffee-table next to 
him are a few boxes of pills and a half-full glass of 
water. There’s a clock on the wall. It’s stopped, it’s 
not working. In the center of the room are a table 
and two chairs. In a corner of the large stage is a 
small kitchen. We can see a few shelves with gro-
ceries and a portable gas stove for making coffee.

Someone knocks on the door. ORESTES doesn’t 
respond. Another knock on the door. Again, 
no reaction. After a while a key is heard turn-
ing the lock. The door opens, HARRY enters.
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HARRY

(he stands, looks straight ahead, at 
Orestes’ profile)

Won’t you open the door?

ORESTES

(he turns his gaze momentarily and 
sees Harry. He then turns his gaze 
back again to its original position)

You have a key... why do you knock?

HARRY

(he approaches him, steps forward 
and stands between the window 
and Orestes)

Yes, I have a key. But... just in case of an emergency. 
I thought it would be perhaps indiscreet to come in 
without knocking. 

(he looks at the stopped clock. 
There’s a hint of irony in his voice)

I think you should set your clock.

ORESTES

(he looks at the clock, shakes his 
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head and smiles)

Did you fear you might interrupt something, is that 
why you didn’t use your key? Come... sit.

(Harry approaches a chair, then 
changes his mind and sits next to 
him; he turns his head and looks at 
Orestes)

HARRY

I would have preferred you open the door for me. Per-
haps that’s why I knocked. I know I wouldn’t interrupt 
anything. 

How are you today? 

ORESTES

(speaking slowly)

I’m well; I’m better. 

HARRY

(softening his attitude)

I’m glad to hear that... would you like me to make you 
something to eat? 
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ORESTES

No, I don’t want anything. Thanks. I look weak, huh? 

HARRY

No, it’s not that...

ORESTES

No, I’m not hungry. If you like, we could go for a walk 
later, that’s all I would like to do. 

HARRY

We certainly will. Besides, they told us at the clinic it 
would be good for you to walk. 

ORESTES

To walk, yes... that’s what they said at the clinic, I 
should walk...

(he shakes his head, turns and looks 
at Harry, his tone abrupt)

When will I be able to work again, to live again...? I’m 
so far away from all that, don’t you think? When will I 
cover the distance... by walking?



THE CYCLE | |  15

HARRY

(he looks at him and replies confi-
dently)

You’ll walk the distance... regardless how long it might 
be. You’re getting better by the day. You’re making 
progress. That’s what counts.

(he looks at him attentively)

Did you take all your pills today?... 

Perhaps it’s time to begin your therapy. I think you’re 
ready for it.

ORESTES

You’re right, it’s a long distance. And I must walk its full 
course.

I must return...

HARRY

(he reassures him, his tone is con-
fident)

Of course you’ll return. You’ll return to work and to life 
and to everything else.
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ORESTES

Don’t worry, I took them all...

...the pills 

And I’ll begin my psychotherapy, yes!

(his attitude changes, he appears to 
buckle)

I don’t know how to thank you...

HARRY

(he looks baffled, he answers him, 
he reassures him)

There’s nothing to thank me for. I found you again, we 
found each other again, that’s what counts...

I’m the one that should thank you, my dear friend!

ORESTES

(slowly)

We found each other, how aptly put! I was lost, trail-
ing unfamiliar, dark paths, for a long time. But now we 
found each other again. I like the way you put it. We 
found each other!
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(he looks at him)

Before that, though... you stood by me. Even if I didn’t 
always see you...

(he seems to remember something, 
he becomes agitated)

And now we’ve found each other, I... I realize I’ve missed 
out on everything. Look at you; you have a family, a job, 
friends... I have nothing; I’m a wreck, I’m burned-out. 
You’re all I have. 

(he glances towards the door)

That’s why I want you to enter without ringing the bell, 
Harry; please feel free to enter whenever you want...

HARRY

(he smiles, his tone is nostalgic, en-
couraging)

You’re being unfair to yourself! The spark is getting 
stronger, day by day. Your fl are begins to resemble...

... your old one. 

ORESTES

My fl are, yes...
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HARRY

(decisively)

Yes, Orestes, yes! Step by step... you’re coming back... 

I still remember your fl are... with affection some-
times. 

ORESTES

With affection...

HARRY

(he gets up, turns to the window; 
there’s a pause)

You followed a different, uncharted, course. You were 
cruel in your life... very cruel, sometimes. But we all 
admired you, I more than others. Perhaps I was a bit 
envious. 

ORESTES

(he shakes his head, his calm atti-
tude turns to sadness)

The fl are, the fl are my spark endows me with...

(then abruptly, and strongly)

But if my fl are was so great... why did she leave, Harry, 
why did she leave? 
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HARRY

(he turns and looks at him)

I don’t know... you might never fi nd the answer to that. 
Perhaps you’ll have to live without an answer...

(he turns his gaze elsewhere, like 
he thought of something)

You were under a lot of pressure. You sought to escape 
things that would’ve made everyone else, any one of us, 
happy. You kept tempting your fate!

(looking at him)

Who knows what she saw and left... I wish that you...
not only fi nd the answer to your question... 

...but also that you may fi nd her again.

ORESTES

The fl are, my fl are...

(bitterly)

But I didn’t always have fl are. I was cruel, like you said. 
And you’re right... Where do I begin...

How do you account for all the harm I’ve caused in the 
past? Where was my fl are back then? 
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HARRY

(he approaches and sits)

It was a force beyond control that you had. That’s what 
caused all you’re referring to. You didn’t intend them to 
happen; you didn’t realize the harm you caused. 

...But that’s all over, now, over and done with; you have 
returned, you’re back for good.

And, you’ve paid the price; you’ve been through so 
much these past four years. You’ve been devastated, 
brought to your knees; you suffered, and went from 
clinic to clinic. You’ve been through a lot of pain, you’ve 
paid for the past. It’s over now. It’s fi nished... you have 
returned.

ORESTES

(he shakes his head)

I haven’t returned, Harry...

If I don’t fi nd her, I haven’t returned. I’m still on the way 
back.

(he looks intensely at him, he grabs 
him by the arms)

I must fi nd her; you must help me fi nd her. Only then 
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may I return! That’s all I ask of you!

HARRY

(he shakes his head, pulls away, 
gets up, walks around, stands with 
his back to Orestes. Some time 
passes)

I have news...

ORESTES

(he lifts his gaze slowly)

You have news?... What news?

HARRY

(he turns and looks at him)

I have news about Thaleia. 

ORESTES

(bewildered, there’s a brief pause)

And?

HARRY

She’s in Africa...
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ORESTES

(he goggles, astonished)

Where?

HARRY

I think she’s no intention of coming back. Or so I’m told. 
She’s doing well there. She has a large corn planta-
tion. Cooperative... she is odd, too... I guess that’s what 
brought you two together, for as long and as much as 
you were together.

They say the natives down there adore her. Like a god-
dess.

ORESTES

(stunned, speaking slowly)

How long has she been there?

HARRY

She’s been away as long as you’re gone.

ORESTES

(his attitude alters, his tone is harsh)

Gone?... I, gone?
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HARRY

I don’t know the details, my friend, she appeared to be 
the one to leave, but I’m not certain... I can’t be certain 
that it wasn’t you who really left.

ORESTES

(he looks at him in bewilderment)

Do you actually believe I could have left, Harry? Could 
such a thing ever happen?

HARRY

(looking away)

I don’t know. I never really understood what happened. 
You didn’t follow her; you didn’t even fi ght for her.

(he looks at him)

Why didn’t you follow her? What stopped you?... You 
were enraged, but did nothing. You were furious. Soon 
after, you were in and out of clinics. No-one understood 
why she left, no-one understood why you didn’t try to 
stop her.

I don’t know exactly what happened, which one of you 
left. No one does.
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ORESTES

(staring into space)

Who told you? About Africa?

HARRY

A mutual friend... She went to see her. She told me, 
when she came back. Thaleia had no objection. In fact 
she gave her permission to pass me her local phone 
number. That’s how I came to know...

It appears she wants to build a bridge...

...She has a child, you know... 

(Orestes’ attitude changes, he seems 
upset; Harry senses it, he turns and 
looks at him, then comforts him)

HARRY

But...she lives alone, her friend tells me.

ORESTES

(shaking his head)

So she has a child... 

What else have you heard? Hasn’t she had enough? 
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Doesn’t she want to come back?

HARRY

(slowly, hesitantly)

My friend couldn’t say. It seems Thaleia couldn’t make 
up her mind. She altered her decision every other day.

She spoke of you occasionally. It appears she thinks of 
you sometimes. 

Nothing more, though; only that.

ORESTES

(calmly)

How long has she been there? Do you know?

HARRY

(he approaches and sits)

You asked me already, I told you. Shortly after you left... 
or after she left... about four fi ve years ago.

ORESTES

(his attitude changes)

Like a goddess, then!
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HARRY

(he agrees)

Yes, like a goddess.

ORESTES

(shakes his head)

Like a goddess!

HARRY

(his attitude changes)

One more thing, my friend.

ORESTES

(he looks at him without a word)

...
HARRY

I’m going to visit her. I’ll go on vacation, stay two or 
three weeks. I’ll go ask her. I think all this might be due 
to a misunderstanding, a whim... a clash between the 
excess of force and pride both of you had...

...that tossed you to opposite ends of the world.
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ORESTES

(he shakes his head and speaks 
slowly, disjointedly)

You’ll go to Africa?

HARRY

(he nods affirmatively)

...
ORESTES

So you’re going to Africa...

Yes, do go, Harry... do go... go, and tell her what I’ve been 
through; tell her also, I want to return. I want to return 
to her. 

I wish I could come with you... But that’s impossible at 
the present. But it will happen... it will be done...

(his attitude changes)

Like a goddess, then...

HARRY

(abruptly)

Yes, like a goddess! In fi ve years she’s multiplied the 
crop production tenfold. The locals are thrilled, they 
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adore her. And they’re afraid they might loose her. 

(he looks away)

Gods come and go. That’s what the locals say; that’s 
how it always was, they say...

And so they fear they might loose her.

ORESTES

(he shakes his head)

The gods come and go...

(looking at Harry)

You should go, my friend, you should go and tell her I’m 
coming... I’m on the way back. I don’t know if she wants 
to leave or stay there. Tell her, I don’t care. Tell her, I’m 
coming back. I’ll journey to fi nd her. 

(he smiles)

Perhaps the locals will make a god of me, too.

HARRY

Come back, my friend. Return. That’s exactly what I 
expect of you. That’s the reason I’m visiting her. 
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ORESTES

It’s going to be the last; I don’t want any more journeys. 
Day by day, I’m fi nding the strength I need.

I’ll do it...

HARRY

But don’t you think you’ve put off this journey too long? 
What if she doesn’t want you anymore? What if she 
doesn’t want you to return?

ORESTES

(he seems distressed at Harry’s 
question, there’s deep sadness in 
his voice)

If she doesn’t want... if she doesn’t want me... if she 
doesn’t want me, then I don’t know... I’ve put if off too 
long, you’re right, something kept me... selfi shness, I 
guess... you’re right...

(he buries his head in his hands. He 
looks sad; then he speaks without 
changing pose)

I don’t have the strength today; let’s postpone the walk I 
asked you...




